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A Bridge produces…
•A transfer 
anchor chart –
a color coded 
visual aid that 
includes 
meaningful 
words in both 
languages

A contrastive 
analysis focus 
anchor chart –
that compares 
and/or contrasts 
elements of the 
two languages



EspañolEnglish

In a One Teacher Model, the teacher 
carries out all of these steps.
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The Bridge – El Puente 
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Teacher 1

Teacher 2



Contrastive Analysis
• Comparing/Contrasting the two languages
•Developing awareness of language systems and 

patterns
•Building linguistic repertoire
•Analyze phonology, morphology, syntax, and 

meaning
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EspañolEnglish

Step 6/English Medium Teacher
How do students practice in English   
what they learned in Spanish?
Listening  Speaking Reading Writing
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The Bridge – El Puente 
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How did planning instruction like this 
meet the needs of all my students? 



Biliteracy Instruction: Oracy Strategies 
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• TPR- Total Physical Response
• ART- Adapted Readers’ Theater

Strategies that support all of the above Oracy
strategies:

• Sentence stems
• Fishbowl
• Sorts 



What do all biliteracy strategies 
have in common?

• Explicitly build language along with content and 
literacy
•Allow ALL students to participate actively and 

meaningfully
• Increase student-student interaction
•Are student centered
•Decrease teacher talk



Defining biliteracy instruction

Biliteracy is for ALL 
students – all students 
participate actively and 
meaningfully

Teaching 
for 

Biliteracy

Explicitly builds 
receptive and 

productive oral 
language
along with 

content and 
literacy

Integrates 
literacy and 
content

Strategically 
plans for the 

three linguistic 
spaces: Spanish, 
the Bridge, and 

English 



Students use all the languages in their 
linguistic repertoire to develop biliteracy



Students use all the languages in their linguistic repertoire to develop 
biliteracy “Can you spread out the colcha.”

“How do you say punto in English?” 
“Taquitos please mamá
“Let me get off the car.”

Japi mothers dai!
-La flor tene ohas.



H H
Halloween
Happy

hecho
hola

phonology
Ingles Español

ha ha ha ji ji ji

pragmatics



Dr. Kathy Escamilla 
“Perhaps the most neglected and underserved 
populations of ELLs are the advanced second language 
learners. Because they are progressing well in English 
and have most likely passed some sort of assessment 
that deems them to be “proficient” in English, it is often 
thought that they need no additional support in learning 
English and that they should be able to compete with 
native English speakers.”

“It is critical for teachers and coaches to know that advanced ELLs 
frequently fossilize in their English development because of the 
assumption that their English skills mirror those of native 
speakers…”


